
 
The Working With… Series 2014 

 
The aim of the Site’s training events will be to show you how 

modern psychoanalysis can help you understand the human 

situation. Experienced practitioners who have in-depth 

knowledge and experience will present a theoretical overview 

and practical applications. The workshops will explore a 

diversity of clinical and theoretical ideas relevant to counsellors 

and psychotherapists of all backgrounds wishing to think about 

psychoanalytic ideas in their work. The series is intended for 

those already practising or in training, open to exploring new 

ideas and developing their understanding of the relevance of 

contemporary psychoanalytic thinking. 

 
The Site for Contemporary Psychoanalysis is a training 

organisation and a member of the psychoanalytic and 

psychodynamic section of the United Kingdom Council for 

Psychotherapy (UKCP). All graduates are eligible for UKCP 

registration and membership of the Council for Psychoanalysis 

& Jungian Analysis College.  

 

The Site was established in October 1997 by senior members 

of the psychoanalytical community who wished to create an 

organisation and training that would foster critical, reflective 

and imaginative thinking about 

psychoanalytical practice. 

 

The Site is characterised by its interest in 

developing critical readings of 

psychoanalytic theories that are informed 

by contemporary European philosophy. 

Our aim is to address questions of subjectivity, language and 

experience, diversity and difference. 
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Are you looking to update your skills and knowledge? 

Use these workshops to enhance your professional competences. Attendance 

certificates will be available. 

 

Dates and times 

The series will run regularly on Saturdays from January 2014. The venue for 

each session will be the October Gallery in central London: 24 Old Gloucester 

Street, London WC1N 3AL. The sessions will run from 2.00pm to 5.00pm. You 

can find out more about the venue at www.octobergallery.co.uk.    

 

Cost and booking 

The rate is £45 per workshop. Book two or more sessions at £40 each or for 

the whole series at £300. Discounted rates for multiple sessions can only be 

obtained when the sessions are booked in advance.  Please see the form at 

the end for booking details. It is best to book in advance as places are strictly 

limited, but failing this please check our web site before coming www.the-

site.org.uk or email keitharmitagee3@aol.com to check availability.  
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The workshops 

 

►  25th January 2014: Working With… Truth & 

              Interpretation 
 

Presenter: Phillip Hill 

 

 

 

 

 

Different theorists from with the 

tradition often give very different 

accounts of the unconscious and 

its contents. Kleinian theory will interpret the patient’s speech in terms of a 

theory of fantastic objects: the “good breast” or the “father’s penis” say. 

Jungian’s would frame things through another set of supposed universals: “the 

trickster” or “the earth mother” amongst others. Taking a Lacanian perspective, 

the workshop asks do these contents really exist for everyone? Returning to 

Freud, Philip will look at the importance of the client’s own unique language 

and how the patient can become the therapist’s teacher. 

 

What will you gain from the workshop? 

 The session will further an understanding some of the basics of Lacanian 

psychoanalytic technique and position Lacanian thought against a selection 

of other psychoanalytic schools demonstrating its difference. 

 The workshop will explore the idea of interpretation as a therapeutic tool in 

Lacan and psychoanalytic thinking & practise.  

 

The content of and methods used in the workshop 

Working with a small group, Philip will outline his thinking and invite questions 

and responses from the group, responding to participants and their individual 

thoughts and perspectives on these central questions.  

Philip Hill is a psychoanalyst, writer & teacher with 

over 20 years clinical experience.   He has worked in 

the NHS, schools and charities and has a private 

clinic in London. Philip trained with CFAR where he is 

a member and is also a member of The Site. He has 

written Lacan for Beginners & Using Lacanian Clinical 

Technique, An Introduction. He is working on two 

books that apply Freud and Lacan’s ideas to 

immunology and the history of science. 
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►   22nd February & 22nd March 2014: Working with 
Wittgenstein I & II 

 

 

Presenter: Paul Gurney 

 

 

 

These two workshops will 

explore the philosophy of 

Ludwig Wittgenstein and their relevance to a critical psychotherapy. They will 

examine how we and our patients use language and ask what we are doing 

when we speak of concepts like “the unconscious”, “the ego”, and what do we 

think we are referring to? It will ask questions of how language conveys 

meaning and expresses and helps us to question familiar concepts such as 

“internal worlds” and “unconscious belief”. 

 

What will you gain from the workshop? 

 An understanding of key elements and phases of Wittgenstein’s 
philosophy and their application to psychotherapy. 
 

 A critical consideration of the language of psychotherapy and some of its 
problems. 

 

 An insight into the shared terrain between philosophy and psychotherapy. 
 

 A momentary experience of eternal life! 
 
 

The content of and methods used in the workshop. 

 

Each session will consider a key text of Wittgenstein: Session I Tractatus 

Logico-Philosophocus and Session II Philosophical Investigations. Paul will 

share brief readings of the texts with participants to ground his presentation & 

generate discussion. The sessions do not require a prior knowledge of 

Wittgenstein, but an open mind is encouraged. 

Paul Gurney studied Philosophy & Politics at 

Southampton University and Psychodynamic 

Counselling at Goldsmiths’ College before training as 

a psychoanalytic psychotherapist at the Philadelphia 

Association. He is a member of the Philadelphia 

Association & The Site. 
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►   26th April 2014: Working With… Free Association 

 

 

 

Presenter: Christos 

Tombras 

 

 

Free association is the basic principle and tool of psychoanalysis. But this 
“fundamental rule” can seem out of place in a world of structured interviews, 
outcome oriented interventions and normative therapeutic approaches.  
 

What will you gain from the workshop? 

 An understanding of the discovery of free association in Freud’s practise. 

 An understanding of the importance of free association in psychoanalysis. 

 An argument for its potential as a clinical tool for opening up a space for 

the client to speak and recognise their own desire. 

 A consideration of the limits of free association and, from a Lacanian 

perspective, its counter indications. 

 

Suggested Reading:  

Freud: A Short Account of Psychoanalysis 

Freud: The Psychopathology of everyday Life, Chapter I 

Freud: Notes upon a Case of Obsessional Neurosis (“Rat Man”) Chapter 

1, Sections A-D 

 

  

Christos Tombras trained as a psychoanalyst with 

Centre for Freudian Analysis and Research. His 

research interests explore the relationships between 

psychoanalysis and continental philosophy. 
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►  17th May 2014: Working With… Panic Attacks 

 

 

 

Presenter: Joanna 

Gardner 

 

Panic attacks are 

traumatic events for those who suffer from them. People can feel they are 

about to die and suffer somatic responses appropriate to near death 

experiences and can become terrified of the thought of the return of the attack. 

The session asks how we can begin to work with suffers without further 

traumatising them. 

 

What will you gain from the workshop? 

 

 An understanding of how panic attacks effect the sufferer. 
 

 An understanding of how a psychoanalytic approach to panic attacks 
might proceed. 
 

 

 An opportunity to discuss new ways of working and therapeutic tools 
 
 
Methods used to deliver the workshop. 

Joanna will share three of her own cases and their different clinical outcomes 

and address the objectives above through an account of the clinical work and 

as an opportunity to open a discussion of the participant’s own work and 

experience.  

 

 

  

Joanna Gardner trained as a psychoanalytic 

psychotherapist with the Philadelphia 

Association. She is a member of The Site and 

serves on its Council and Training Committee. 
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►   14th June 2014: Working With… Foucault 

 

 

 

Presenter:  Barry Watt 

 

 

 

This workshop will open up for discussion the importance of the work of 

philosopher Michel Foucault for a reconsideration of psychoanalytic technique. 

Foucault’s work was concerned with questions of truth, power and subjectivity. 

It will offer a reconsideration of the aims of psychoanalysis not as compulsion 

to speak the truth of one’s desire but as an intensification of pleasure. 

 

What will you gain from the workshop?  

 

 An understanding of the challenge of Foucault’s thought to conventional 
psychoanalysis. 

 

 An understanding of the political and social implications of therapeutic 
practise. 

 

 An understanding of how philosophical thought can open up areas 
concealed in conventional therapeutic approaches.   

 

 An understanding of Foucault’s relevance to debates on sex and sexuality. 
 

 
 

Methods used to deliver the workshop 

Barry will outline key points of Foucault’s thought before sharing short clinical 

examples to open up a discussion. Barry will provide hand outs of relevant 

readings from Foucault and psychoanalytic writers. 

 

Useful background reading 

Foucault, History of Sexuality Vol I, London: Penguin 

Arnold I Davidson, Foucault on Psychoanalysis & Pleasure 

 

Barry Watt trained as a psychoanalyst at The 

Site and now works in private practice. He also 

works with Southwark Council tackling the effects 

of gang violence. 
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►    28th June 2014: Working With…Sexual & Racial 

Difference 

 

 

Presenter: Brid Greally 

 

 

The workshop will explore how issues of oppression, racial, sexual and 

gender-based, present in the consulting room. It will look at how issues of self-

image and shame play out in somatisation, self-harm and body modification. 

 

 

What will you gain from the workshop? 

 An understanding of the clinical implications of forms of social and political 

oppression. 

 An understanding of issues of difference in relation to transference and 

counter transference. 

 An understanding of how the body in its many aspects can figure in talking 

therapy. 

 

Methods used to deliver the workshop 

 

Brid will show extracts from the film “The Crying Game” to contextualise her 

discussion after sharing theoretical concepts from the work of Fanon & 

Irigaray. Clinical vignettes will show their relevance to clinical practise. 

 

Brid Greally trained as a psychoanalytic 

psychotherapist with the Westminster Pastoral 

Foundation and is a member of The Site.  
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► 12th July 2014: Working With… Psychosis 

 

 

 

 

Presenter: Dorothée 

Bonnigal-Katz  

 

 

 

 

Reflecting on her clinical experience at Islington MIND with voice hearers, 

Dorothée will discuss the projects underpinnings, achievements and ambitions 

and through the exploration of participants experience of working with 

psychotic patients aims to increase practitioner’s confidence in working with 

psychotic patients and voice hearers. 

 

What will you gain from the workshop? 

 An knowledge of psychoanalytic theorizing on psychosis. 

 An opportunity to discuss clinical material and share experience. 

 An understanding of the techniques and approach of Dorothee’s project 

with Islington Mind.  

 

Useful background reading 

Freud: Repression SE: XIV p. 141-158 

Freud: The Unconscious SE XIV p.159-215 (especially Chapter VII) 

 

 

 

Dorothée Bonnigal-Katz trained at The Site and 

now works in private practice in North London 

and the Midlands. With Islington MIND she is 

leading a project bringing access to talking 

therapy to voice hearers. 
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Workshop  Cost 

Working With Truth & 
Interpretation 

 

25th January 
2014 

  
 

Working With Wittgenstein I 22nd February 
2014 

  

Working With Wittgenstein II 22nd March 
2014 

  

Working With Free Association 26th April 2014   

Working With Panic Attacks 17th May 2014   

Working With Foucault 14th June 2014   

Working With Sexual & Racial 
Difference 

28th June 2014   

Working With Psychosis 12th July 2014   

 
                                                                                                 Total Cost: 
 
The rate is £45 per workshop. Book two or more sessions at £40 each or for the whole series at £300 
 
BOOKING Send your cheque (payable to The Site For Contemporary Psychoanalysis) together with this completed form to :  The 
Administrator, The Site, 35 Manor Road, Potters Bar, EN6 1DQ  enquiries to  the-site@the-site.org.uk  01707 649 788 
 
 
Your full name.……………………………………… Email……………………………………Tel  ……………………………………….. 
 
Receipts will be sent by email.  If you want a hard copy please enclose a stamped addressed envelope. 
We reserve the right to cancel a workshop in which case you will try to give as much notice as possible and full refund 


